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September 13, 2013 

The Governance Committee met on September 11, 2013 to consider how the College Bylaws dictate 

that appeals of Standing Committee decisions are properly handled.  This was the first opportunity for 

the committee to review the appeal (dated May 20, 2013) of the Lecture Track Faculty Promotion 

Committee (LTFPC) decision from May 14, 2013.  This document summarizes the Governance 

Committee’s interpretation of the College Bylaws as they relate to the LTFPC appeal   

The original LTFPC petition, dated April 16, 2013, articulated possible violations of regulations related to 

the non-renewal of certain Lecture Track Faculty contracts.  The claims were reviewed by the LTFPC, and 

the LTFPC issued a report on May 14, 2013 finding that there were not any regulations violated by the 

contract non-renewals.  The report states:   

 
Based on the wording “and if the College plans to continue supporting the position,” the committee concluded 
that the policy is clear that if the College no longer supports a position, then reappointment of that position 
does not occur.   

The College bylaws state in Article V, Section 3, that “The faculty of the College as a whole reserves to 

itself the power of review over the actions of its Standing Committees”.  Citing this clause, an appeal of 

the LTFPC decision was filed on May 20, 2013.  However, the bylaws section on Review and Appeals 

specifically excludes decisions of the LTFPC from appeal procedures (Article V, Section 3, E(b)).  More 

importantly, as also noted in the LTFPC response, College policy states clearly that any reappointment 

must first satisfy the criteria that the “College plans to continue supporting the position”.  Given the 

programmatic changes announced in September 2012, the College did not plan to continue supporting 

the positions and any considerations by the LTFPC would thus become moot.   

The Governance Committee recognizes its responsibilities under the bylaws regarding appeals, and aims 

to ensure that this appeal is handled in a way that is both fair to the faculty members who filed the 

appeal and consistent with the College Bylaws.  In this case, the committee notes that the policies 

regarding appointment and review of lecture track faculty are clear that there was no basis for the 

petition to the LTFPC, and furthermore that appeals of the LTFPC decisions are specifically excluded by 

the bylaws.  A motion was made at the Governance Committee meeting to find that the appeal of the 

LTFPC decision thus has no basis and cannot be brought to the full faculty in a manner consistent with 



the bylaws.   The vote carried unanimously, with two recusals for Governance Committee members who 

had either signed the appeal or served on the LTFPC when it evaluated the original petition.   

The Governance Committee recognizes that proper administration of this issue is of exceptional 

importance, and that appeals that are consistent with the bylaws need to be brought expeditiously 

before the full faculty.  If the appellants wish to continue to pursue an appeal, the Governance 

Committee requests that the appellants provide a statement to the Governance Committee explaining 

the basis for their appeal of the LTFPC decision, and demonstrating how such an appeal would be 

consistent with the bylaws.  No such basis is presented in the appeal itself, which only cites Article V, 

Section 3, of the bylaws.  If upon review of additional information the Governance Committee 

determines that there is a sufficient basis for this appeal that is consistent with the bylaws, then the 

Governance Committee will bring the LTFPC appeal to the faculty for consideration as expeditiously as 

possible.   

 

The Governance Committee, 
Keith Berland, Chair 
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Recused: 
Kevin Corrigan 
Kim Wallen 
 
 


